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THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – 6th SEPTEMBER 2026 
Church Cleaning: Week 4                                                                        Divine Office: PSALTER 3 
    

SATURDAY      EVE OF THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                          Mass at 6.00pm 
SUNDAY          TWENTY- THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                               Mass at 11.00am 
                                                            St Anthony of Padua, Melksham, Mass 9.00am                     
TUESDAY          FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY                        Mass at 10.00am 
WEDNESDAY    Weekday in Ordinary Time 
                                                           St Anthony of Padua, Melksham, Mass at 10.00am 
THURSDAY      Weekday in Ordinary Time                                                                                  Mass at 10.00am 
FRIDAY             Weekday in Ordinary Time                                                                                  Mass at 10.00am 
SATURDAY      EVE OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                     Mass at 6.00pm                                                                                                                                                 

Confessions by arrangement with Fr Vincent 
  

To restrict the spread of virus, you may wish to continue to wear a face covering. Please sanitise your 
hands on entering the Church. 

 

Please join us for refreshments in the hall after Mass on Sunday 
 

This week: Retiring collection for the Catholic Education Service 
 

HOLY HOUR: There will be Holy Hour for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament from 6.00 – 7.00pm this Friday.  
 

THE FINANCE AND BUILDING COMMITTEE minutes of the last meeting are on the notice board in the porch 
and also on St Edmund's website.  For any questions please feel free to approach a member of the committee.   
 

JUMBLE SALE: This will take place on Saturday 10th October in the Church Hall. It will be open to anyone with 
a small entrance fee so please do come and bring friends and family with you. We aim to have the following 
stalls; Bric a Brac, Books, Toys/jigsaws, children's and adults’ clothes together with refreshments, tea/coffee 
and cake. Please bring any donations on the following weekends; 26th and 27th September and 3rd and 4th 
October, any clothes donated need to be clean and wearable. A list is in the porch if you are able to volunteer or 
help in any way. 
 

MESSAGE FROM ANTONY MOORE, New Headteacher at St Edmund’s Catholic Primary School: I am 
delighted to be joining the St Edmund's community as the new Headteacher of St Edmund's Catholic Primary 
School. I bring a range of experiences from both education and industry, having worked in both mainstream and 
special schools as well as 10+ years working for education technology companies. I am excited by the 
opportunity we have at St Edmund's to utilise our fantastic site for outdoor learning and continue to strengthen 
our inclusion practices to support every learner. The staff at St Edmund's team are experienced, strong and 
committed and I'm grateful for the welcome they have already shown me. I look forward to getting to know 
children, parents and the wider community over the coming months.  
 

ST ANTHONY OF PADUA, MELKSHAM - “MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS” STUDY GROUPS: St Anthony’s will 
be running two groups studying Pope Leo XIV’s encyclical “Magnifica Humanitas - on Safeguarding the Human 
Person in the Time of Artificial Intelligence,” and invite any parishioners from St Edmund’s who would like to 
attend. The courses will run on Tuesdays, starting on 29th September at 10.00am in the church hall and 7.00pm 
at Sherwood Avenue, Melksham. Booklets to accompany the course are available for 0.75p each. If you would 

like to attend, please email Sharon on Melksham.stanthonyofpadua@cliftondiocese.com  
 

DIOCESAN FRANSICAN WALKING PILGRIMAGE: This year marks 800 years since the death of St Francis of 
Assisi and Pope Leo XIV has declared a special Year to commemorate this. Saturday 3rd October 2026 is 
exactly 800 years since St Francis died, and the day before his feast day. To mark this a walking pilgrimage is 
planned in the Diocese of Clifton with two legs: The Bristol leg will start at Clifton Cathedral at 10.30am (9.4 
miles). 
The Clevedon leg will start at the Franciscan church of the Immaculate Conception in Clevedon at 1.00pm (6.4 
miles). The two legs will convene at around 4.30pm at the Church of St Francis of Assisi, Nailsea for 
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refreshments and prayer. Those who wish can stay for the 6pm Saturday evening Vigil Mass for the Feast of St 
Francis. For more details and to register see A Franciscan Pilgrimage in the Diocese of Clifton 
 

ASSISTED SUICIDE – The Government has just published its own equality impact assessment of the revived 
assisted suicide Bill. The assessment warns that people with disabilities may be more likely to feel they are a 
burden and face subtle pressure to end their lives through assisted suicide where appropriate support or 
palliative care is unavailable. Before casting their vote next week, it’s vital that MPs hear specifically about the 
serious risks this Bill poses to people with disabilities. Not Dead Yet UK is a disability-led, national grassroots 
disability rights group. It has a tool that sends your MP a message focused specifically on the dangers the Bill 
poses to disabled people. Even if you have already contacted your MP, this sends a different, disability-focused 
email for your MP to see. Visit this link: Tell your MP to oppose the new assisted suicide bill. 
 

Right to Life UK Information - Your MP could be one of the 12: Only 12 MPs need to switch for the assisted 
suicide Bill to be defeated on 11th September. A face-to-face meeting can make a real difference to how your 
MP votes. Right To Life UK’s simple tool lets you request a meeting in just 30 seconds and gives you everything 
you need to prepare, including a short video guide. Please ask your MP today for a meeting and urge them to 
vote NO to assisted suicide: How to meet with your MP on assisted suicide 
 

MARRIAGE IN A RUT? Or need help with deeper issues? Retrouvaille has helped thousands of couples find 
hope and healing in their marriage. Next dates: 2nd  - 4th October.  www.retrouvaille.org.uk/info Tel: 07887 
296983 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: Please note that submission of items for newsletters need to be received 
before the preceding Wednesday of each week. Contact details; please speak to Fr Vincent or email 
calne.stedmund@cliftondiocese.com Thank you. 
 

COMMUNION AT HOME: If any house bound parishioners unable to get to Mass would like Holy Communion 
brought to them at home, please contact Father Vincent, who will arrange a visit by a Minister of the Eucharist. 
Thank you.  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS all who are unwell or housebound, especially those members of 
our parish, including, Clifford Browne and family, Kathleen Drury, Michael McNiff, Maggie Murray, Heather 
Smith, Helen Davies, Carol and Gemma, Laurence Davies, Mary Hardy, Emeritus Bishop Declan Lang, Bishop 
Bosco MacDonald, Luke Wilkinson. Please inform Fr Vincent if you know a parishioner is unwell or housebound. 
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