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THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – 20th SEPTEMBER 2026 
Church Cleaning: Week 2                                                                        Divine Office: PSALTER 1 
    

SATURDAY      EVE OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                          Mass at 6.00pm 
SUNDAY          TWENTY- FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                Mass at 11.00am 
                                                            St Anthony of Padua, Melksham, Mass 9.00am                     
TUESDAY          Weekday in Ordinary Time                                                                                  No Mass 
WEDNESDAY    Memorial of St Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 
                                                           St Anthony of Padua, Melksham, Mass at 10.00am 
THURSDAY      Feast of Our Lady of Walsingham                                                                       Mass at 10.00am 
FRIDAY             Weekday in Ordinary Time                                                                                  Mass at 10.00am 
SATURDAY      EVE OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                          Mass at 6.00pm                                                                                                                                                 

Confessions by arrangement with Fr Vincent 
  

To restrict the spread of virus, you may wish to continue to wear a face covering. Please sanitise your 
hands on entering the Church. 

 

Please join us for refreshments in the hall after Mass on Sunday 
 

This Week: Retiring Collection for Home Missions 
 

NEXT WEEKEND members of the Parish Pastoral Council will speak, and be available, at the end of both 
Masses to invite all parishioners to contribute to a consultation on ways in which our parish could grow and 
develop in the future, particularly in terms of our worship, our formation in faith and our charitable works. 
Refreshments will be served in the church hall after both the Saturday evening Mass and the Sunday morning 
Mass. 
 

FAIRLY TRADED CHRISTMAS CARDS will be on sale at Mass in the weeks leading up to Christmas. Buying 
these helps support marginalised producers across the world and, closer to home, Doorway in Chippenham that 
provides a drop-in- and much more - for those marginalised members of our society such as the homeless. 
 

JUMBLE SALE: This will take place on Saturday 10th October in the Church Hall. It will be open to anyone with 
a small entrance fee so please do come and bring friends and family with you. We aim to have the following 
stalls; Bric a Brac, Books, Toys/jigsaws, children's and adults’ clothes together with refreshments, tea/coffee 
and cake. Please bring any donations next weekend (26th and 27th September) and 3rd and 4th October; any 
clothes donated need to be clean and wearable. A list is in the porch if you are able to volunteer or help in any 
way. 
 

ST ANTHONY OF PADUA, MELKSHAM - “MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS” STUDY GROUPS: St Anthony’s will 
be running two groups studying Pope Leo XIV’s encyclical “Magnifica Humanitas - on Safeguarding the Human 
Person in the Time of Artificial Intelligence,” and invite any parishioners from St Edmund’s who would like to 
attend. The courses will run on Tuesdays, starting on 29th September at 10.00am in the church hall and 7.00pm 
at Sherwood Avenue, Melksham. Booklets to accompany the course are available for 0.75p each. If you would 

like to attend, please email Sharon on Melksham.stanthonyofpadua@cliftondiocese.com  
 

STARTING SCHOOL? If you have a child born between 1st September 2022 and 31st August 2023, then now is 
the time to apply for a place at a primary school for admission from September 2027 onwards. You must 
complete an application form that is available from the school admissions team at Wiltshire Council. If your child 
has been baptised and you are applying for a Catholic school, you must also provide a copy of the baptism 
certificate to the school. Please ensure you apply by the closing date of 15th January 2027. 
 

NATIONAL PILGRIM STATUE – OUR LADY OF FATIMA: On Saturday and Sunday 26th and 27th September, 
the National Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima and the relics of St Jacinta and St Francisco will be visiting 
Clifton Cathedral. The visit starts on Saturday at 9.30am and ends on Sunday at 1.00pm; please bring a packed 
lunch if attending on Saturday – tea and coffee provided.  
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VOCATION RETREAT DAY – Explore, Learn, Reflect: Saturday 10th October, St Mary on the Quay, Bristol, 
10.00am to 5.00pm. Come and hear how others found their calling in married life, religious life, and the 
diaconate, whether you’re searching, settled, or simply curious. 
 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN CATECHISTS’ DAY - ‘FROM SEED TO PLANT’: The Theological Life Journey with Sr 
Hyacinthe Defos du Rau OP; a day for all catechists and those interested in becoming catechists. Bishop Bosco 
will celebrate Mass for us and commission the successful students who have completed the two-year ‘Light of 
Truth’ formation in Catechesis course. Saturday 17th October at St John the Evangelist, Bath. We will have 
refreshments from 9.30am, for a 10am start. We will finish around 4pm. Please bring a packed lunch. To 
register for the day, please use the Eventbrite link: fromseedtoplant.eventbrite.co.uk  
 

DIOCESAN FRANSICAN WALKING PILGRIMAGE: This year marks 800 years since the death of St Francis of 
Assisi and Pope Leo XIV has declared a special Year to commemorate this. Saturday 3rd October 2026 is 
exactly 800 years since St Francis died, and the day before his feast day. To mark this a walking pilgrimage is 
planned in the Diocese of Clifton with two legs: The Bristol leg will start at Clifton Cathedral at 10.30am (9.4 
miles). 
The Clevedon leg will start at the Franciscan church of the Immaculate Conception in Clevedon at 1.00pm (6.4 
miles). The two legs will convene at around 4.30pm at the Church of St Francis of Assisi, Nailsea for 
refreshments and prayer. Those who wish can stay for the 6pm Saturday evening Vigil Mass for the Feast of St 
Francis. For more details and to register see A Franciscan Pilgrimage in the Diocese of Clifton 
 

WILTSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST (WHCT) – TRUSTEE VACANCY: Anne Doyle is retiring after 30 
years’ service as the Catholic Trustee and Representative for Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust. Bishop Bosco 
has tasked her with finding her successor. The Catholic Trustee and Representative on WHC is responsible for 
encouraging and supporting the Catholic parishes in Wiltshire to apply for grants. For more information, job 
description etc. please contact Anne at annedsg40@gmail.com  
 

SUSTAINABLE CALNE – FILM SHOWING: A film “ People’s Emergency Briefing” is being shown at St Mary 
the Virgin Church, Calne, on 24th September at 7.00pm. This film is being shown across the UK and is intended 
to inform on the impact of climate change. Introduced by Chris Packham, it also offers hope. Public screening 
followed by discussion; donations welcome to support the venue. 
 

CARE FOR THE FAMILY - GOING THE DISTANCE: Could your relationship be on autopilot? Drifting apart is 
one of the biggest reasons why many couples decide to call it quits. But there are simple ways to prioritise each 
other and stop just going through the motions. Care for the Family is running a series of live evening events to 
share practical ideas of how to communicate well, deepen connection and intentionally set the course for your 
relationship. The closest event to Wiltshire is in Bath on 12th November at 7.30pm. For more information and to 
book tickets, please call 029 2081 0800 or visit Going the Distance - Care for the Family 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: Please note that submission of items for newsletters need to be received 
before the preceding Wednesday of each week. Contact details; please speak to Fr Vincent or email 
calne.stedmund@cliftondiocese.com Thank you. 
 

COMMUNION AT HOME: If any house bound parishioners unable to get to Mass would like Holy Communion 
brought to them at home, please contact Father Vincent, who will arrange a visit by a Minister of the Eucharist. 
Thank you.  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS all who are unwell or housebound, especially those members of 
our parish, including, Clifford Browne and family, Kathleen Drury, Michael McNiff, Maggie Murray, Heather 
Smith, Helen Davies, Carol and Gemma, Laurence Davies, Mary Hardy, Emeritus Bishop Declan Lang, Bishop 
Bosco MacDonald, Luke Wilkinson. Please inform Fr Vincent if you know a parishioner is unwell or housebound. 
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