Draft minutes of the meeting of the Parish Pastoral Councils of
Saint Anthony of Padua, Melksham and Saint Edmund, Calne
held on Thursday 17" September 2026
at Saint Edmund’s Church Hall, Calne.

Present: Father Vincent Curtis.
From Saint Edmund’s: Brigid Rodgers, (Chair), Christine Martin, Helen Murphy, Cecilia
Parsons, Rob Pickford, Paul Blake, (Clerk).
From Saint Anthony’s: Anne Doyle, Sharon Pearce, Mary Rooney.

Apologies received from: Linda Cassidy, Jonathan Quinlan. (Saint Anthony’s)

The meeting opened with a prayer at 7.00.p.m. followed by a scripture reading from the Saint Pauls’ Letter
to the Galatians.

Brigid Rodgers welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Minutes of the joint meeting held on 23" April 2026.
These minutes were approved. It was noted that there had been a successful Diocesan Mass celebrated at
Saint Edmund’s in July for the Institution of Readers and Acolytes.

Updates from Saint Edmund’s Parish.

The Parish Pastoral Council is launching a consultation with all parishioners on ways in which the parish
could grow and develop in terms of its worship, its formation in faith and its charitable works. Members of
the Parish Pastoral Council will speak at Masses on the weekend of 26™ / 27 September 2026. Forms for
replies to the consultation will be available, or parishioners will be able to email the parish with replies.
Minor changes have taken place to the ‘Terms of Reference’ of the Parish Pastoral Council.

A Calne Partnership of Churches joint ecumenical service was held at Saint Edmund’s.

Updates from Saint Anthony’s Parish.

Work is taking place to re-launch the Melksham Family of Churches.

‘Singles Week’ is to be celebrated along with a future Healing Mass, a Youth Mass and a Carol Service on
19" December 2026.

The parish are holding two groups studying Pope Leo XIV’s encyclical “Magnifica Humanitas - on
Safeguarding the Human Person in the Time of Artificial Intelligence”

Father Vincent will give a talk on the Cross of Saint Francis on 8™ October 2026.

The Scripture Scholar John Huntriss will give to talks on Christmas in the Scriptures on the afternoons of the
first two Sundays in Advent. (3.00.p.m. on 29" November 2026 and 6" December 2026.)

A new parish website is to be launched.

Plans for joint prayer services in Advent.

The talks by John Huntriss at Saint Anthony’s on the afternoons of the first two Sundays in Advent will be
open to parishioners from both Saint Anthony’s Parish and Saint Edmund’s Parish. Rob Pickford agreed to
investigate the possibility of organising a service or event for children from both parishes at Saint Edmund’s
on the afternoon of the third Sunday in Advent. (13™ December 2026.)



Any other business.

The Clifton Diocese is holding a series of area meetings in preparation for a ‘Diocesan Assembly’ in June
2027 which is being held to reflect upon ‘how synodality is changing parish life’. The area meetings will
focus on ‘how to facilitate groups effectively and encourage people to listen and share with one another’.
Each parish is invited to send two representatives to one of the area meetings. The nearest is being held at
Saint John’s, Trowbridge on 3™ October 2026. Discussion took place on seeking suitable representatives. An
appeal will be made at Masses at both parishes and a note placed in the parish newsletters.

The ordination of Gabriel Lopes to the Diaconate is due to take place on 18" September 2027. If this is held
at Clifton Cathedral a coach or coaches will need to be hired to transport parishioners from both parishes.

Father Vincent will contact Bishop Bosco to see if the ordination could take place at Saint Edmund’s
Church.

Dates of next meeting.
The next joint meeting will be held at Saint Anthony’s Church Hall, Melksham, on Thursday 15" April 2027
at 7.00.p.m.

The meeting closed with a prayer at 7.55.p.m.



