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Saint Edmund’s Parish Pastoral Council 

Draft minutes of a meeting held on 10th September 2026 
 

Present:  Members of the Parish Pastoral Council: 

Father Vincent, Gabriel Lopes, Helen Murphy, Rob Pickford, Brigid Rodgers (Chair), 

Paul Blake (Clerk). 

 

Apologies: Christine Martin. 

 

The meeting opened with a prayer at 7.00.p.m. and a Scripture reading from Saint Paul’s Letter to the 

Romans. 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 18th June 2026. 

These minutes were approved. 

 

Consideration of any possible changes to the Parish Mission Statement. 

After discussion it was agreed that no changes need to be made to the Parish Mission Statement. 

 

Proposed changes to the ‘Terms of Reference’ of the Parish Pastoral Council. 
Changes to the ‘Terms of Reference’ of the Parish Pastoral Council were approved as follows: 

• Paragraph 6: the word ‘growth’ to be replaced by ‘faith formation’. 

• Paragraph 8: to read as follows “The Parish Priest will be an ‘ex-officio’ member of the Parish 

Pastoral Council. The Parish Pastoral Council shall elect a Chairperson from amongst its 

members under the guidance of the Parish Priest.” 

• Paragraph 10: The sentence “Meetings shall normally take place on a Sunday after the morning 

Mass” to be deleted. 

• Paragraph 11: The sentences: “The usual method of reaching decisions shall be by consensus. 

Where this is not possible the Parish Priest shall have the casting vote” to be deleted and 

replaced with the sentence: “The usual method of reaching decisions shall be by consensus, 

recognising that the Parish Priest is the ultimate decision maker.” 

 

 

Plans for the presentations to the parish at Masses on the weekend of 26th / 27th September 2026. 

It was agreed that in order to seek the views of parishioners on the ways in which the parish could grow 

and develop the Parish Pastoral Council would make presentations at the Masses on the weekend of 

26th and 27th September 2026. 

Members of the Parish Pastoral Council are asked to be present at both the Saturday evening Mass and 

the Sunday morning Mass that weekend. 

Brigid Rodgers will speak at the end of Mass on the Saturday evening, and Rob Pickford will speak at 

the end of the Sunday morning Mass. Members of the Parish Pastoral Council will be introduced to the 

congregation and asked to come forward to the sanctuary. 

The speakers will explain how members of the Parish Pastoral Council are appointed by the Parish 

Priest and regularly meet with him to consider the pastoral activity of the parish. The Parish Pastoral 

Council is now seeking the views of all parishioners on ways in which the parish could grow and 

develop particularly in terms of our worship, our formation in faith and our charitable work. 

Parishioners will be able to contribute to this consultation either by speaking to a member of the Parish 

Pastoral Council or in writing using the reply forms and a collection box in the church porch. 

The reply forms will include the opportunity for parishioners to indicate ways in which they might be 

able to support any ideas they put forward and the option to include their name and contact details. 
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Refreshments will be served in the church hall after both Masses for this weekend. Christine Martin 

will be asked if she would be prepared to organise the refreshments in the church hall for the Saturday 

evening Mass on 26th September 2026. 

The Clerk will ensure that items are placed in the church newsletter regarding this consultation. 

 

 

Consideration of agenda items for the joint meeting with the Parish Pastoral Council of Saint 

Anthony’s, Melksham to be held at Saint Edmund’s on 17th September 2026. 

It was agreed that the agenda for this meeting should include the opportunity for updates from each 

parish and any plans for joint Advent services. Rob Pickford will provide the Scripture reading for this 

meeting. 

 

 

Any other business. 

It was agreed that membership of the Parish Pastoral Council will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

It was agreed that the Headteacher of Saint Edmund’s Catholic School should be invited to the next 

meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council. (The Chair will extend the invitation.) 

 

 

Date of next meeting. 

A joint meeting with the Parish Pastoral Council of Saint Anthony’s, Melksham to be held at Saint 

Edmund’s church hall at 7.00.p.m. on Thursday 17th September 2026. 

 

The next meeting of Saint Edmund’s Parish Pastoral Council will be held on Thursday 3rd December 

2026 at 7.00.p.m. in the church hall. Gabriel Lopes will prepare the Scripture reading for this meeting. 

 

 

 

The meeting closed with a prayer at 7.55.p.m. 

 


