Saint Edmund’s Parish Pastoral Council
Draft minutes of a meeting held on 5" June 2025

Present: Father Vincent, Gabriel Lopes, Christine Martin, Helen Murphy, Cecilia Parsons, Rob
Pickford, Jo Walsh, Brigid Rodgers, (Chair),
Paul Blake (Clerk). Louise Tavener (Acting Headteacher of Saint Edmund’s School).

Apologies:  Tricia Davies, Elizabeth Hitchens, Kathleen Joyce.

The meeting opened with a prayer at 7.00.p.m.
Brigid Rodgers, as the Chair, welcomed all to the meeting.

Minutes of meeting held on 27" February 2025
These minutes were approved.

Matters arising

No date has been arranged for the blessing of the new stained-glass windows. Steps will be taken to try
to contact the widow of the late parishioner in whose memory the windows were installed.

Additional copies of the children’s ‘Look’ Mass sheets are now available each week.

Sacramental preparation updates
Baptisms: A new preparation programme is due to start soon.
First Communions: First Communions will be celebrated on Sunday 8" June 2025.

Recruitment of new volunteers

It was noted that new volunteers were needed for various ministries including welcomers, serving of
refreshments, sacristans, church cleaners, hall cleaners, and flower arrangers. Despite an appeal in the
newsletter, to date no new volunteers have come forward.

Parish Project

The chosen Parish Project is to establish a ‘Hardship Fund’. A small group of parishioners have met
with Father Vincent in connection with this. It has been agreed that the Fund will operate simply with
Father Vincent being responsible for giving funds to those who are in need, or request support. To date
just over £ 250 has been raised for this Fund and proceeds from the parish barbeque to be held on 29"
June 2025 will go to the ‘Hardship Fund’.

Links with Saint Edmund’s School

Louise Tavener reported that an Executive Headteacher has been appointed to serve at the school for
three days a week from September, (Mrs Helen Biles-Wood, Headteacher of Saint Louis Catholic
Primary School, Frome). Louise Tavener will be the Head of School. A Summer Fete will be held at
the school on Saturday 12" July 2025 and any help from parishioners with live music would be
appreciated. Artwork from the school will be displayed in the church hall from Friday 13" June 2025.
Proceeds from the school’s cake sales in Terms 1 and 2 will be given to the Parish Project ‘Hardship
Fund’. Leaflets about the school are now available in the church porch.



Discussion on an area from ‘Called to be People of Hope’: Family life

Cristine Martin introduced a discussion on this area, looking as the suggested ‘parish action points’
listed in the document. It was agreed that families with young children feel very comfortable to attend
Mass at Saint Edmund’s. The positive impact of the ‘Children’s Liturgy’ was noted. Also mentioned
was the importance of welcoming at Masses, and the role of Saint Edmund’s Primary School.

Updates from the Calne Partnership of Churches

Father Vincent noted two forthcoming events: the next meeting of Calne Partnership of Churches here
at Saint Edmund’s on 10" July 2025 and the next joint service here at Saint Edmund’s on Sunday 27"
July 2025 at 6.00.p.m.

Any other business

Gabriel Lopes will be inducted as a Lector as part of his diaconal preparation at Saint John’s Church,
Trowbridge on 18" July 2025 at 7.00.p.m.

Bishop Bosco hopes for good attendance at the Clifton Diocesan Day at Downside Abbey on Saturday
19" July 2025.

With numerous fund-raising events in the parish taking place it was felt that there was a need for
greater clarity as to which cause each was supporting.

Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Saint Edmund’s Parish Pastoral Council will be on Thursday 11" September 2025
at 7.00.p.m. in the church hall. Louise Tavener volunteered to lead the discussion on the next area of
‘Called to be a People of Hope’: Catholic School. Kathleen Joyce will be asked to prepare the scripture
reading.

A joint meeting with the Parish Pastoral Council of Saint Anthony’s, Melksham will be held here at
Saint Edmund’s on Thursday 25" September 2025 at 7.00.p.m.

The meeting ended at 8.10.p.m. with a closing prayer.



